Assembly Bill No. 2117

CHAPTER 735

An act relating to warersbed profectson.

TAgpraved by Gowernor Sepiember 25, 200H). Filnl
with Secreisry of Suie Sepember 27, 20

LEGISLATIVE OOUNSEL'S [MORST

AB 2117, Wayne, Watershed protection.

Existing law provides for o walershed protection program, and
provides funds W nssist i implementing  watershed plans to reduce
foading, conwol  erosion,  improve  waler  quality, and  fmprove
aquatic and terrestrinl species habitas, 1w restore natural sysiems of
proundwater  recharge, native  vegetation, waterflows. and  riparian
oomes, o restore  the  beneficial uses  of walers of the stake in
watersheds, and to  provide matching funds  for  federal grand
PrOgrams,

This bill would require the Secretary of the Resoarces Agency and
ihe State Woter Resources: Comedl Board 0 select 3 watershed
pection projects 0 order o evaluate the existng collaborative and
cogperafive mechanism between e  Hesources Apgency,  the
Environmental  Prosection  Apgency, federnl ngencies, local  agences,
longlowmers, and  environmenial - groops  © delermine whether  the
process can be streamlioed for the preparation and  implementazion
of comprehensive  watershbed  mansgement  plans  that  protect  and
Improve water quality,

The peaple af the State of Californda do endact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislatore s and  declores  all of the
following:

(2) California  has  been  implementing  watershed  protection
privgranis  purswant 1o & mumber of siote and federnl programs and
fumding mechanisms.

(b} Collobomtive effors omong federal, stxie, and local agencees,
local stakeholder groops, lndowners, and environmental groups are
very important to the  overall success of  wasershed  protection
[RCErA,

(c) Voluntory wotershed imonogement  programs can be  an
lliﬂpﬂl'[ll:l'l.l (RTETIe off achieving watershed Flmrp:l:inn and
enhancement,

(dy Califorman  needs o evaluate  how  wvolintary  wadershed
programs can be stroctared o better coondinne ond comply with the
requirernents  of  applicable  federal,  wate, and  loeal  programs,
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statutes, and regulations so that voluntary watershed programs can
become  viable  mechanisms  for  wuatershed  protection  and
enhancemen.

SEC. 2. (4) The Californin Steam  and Watershed  Protection
Prosject is herehy established.

(b} The Secretary of the Resources Agency and the State  Waier
Resources  Control  Boasd  shall select three  watershed  prodection
projects froin all qualified applications sobmined 1w the board for e
pruject pursuant o this section. The selected watershed prolection
projects  shall be chosen from  different geographic regions in the
slate,

(€} The projects selected shall be wsed (o evaluate the existing
collaborative and  cooperative  mechanisms  betwesn the  Resources
Agency and the entities within the agency, the Environmenial
Protection Agency and s boards, departments, and offices, federal
ngencies, local agencies, loenl stakeholder groups, landowners, and
environmenial groups, t©  determine  whether the process can  he
streamlined  for  the  preparntion  amd  implementation  of
comprehensive  walershed  mansgement  plans,  including  voluntory
watershed managernent, that protect and improve water guality.,

{d) In implementing this chapter, the Resources Agency and the
State Water Resources Control Board shall focus om the coordimation
of vanous watershed management plan elements, including, but
necessarly limited 10, watershed assessments, watershed plamiing,
walershed  monitoring,  evalustion  and  pdoptive  monogement,
funding, outreach, and education. Selected  projects  shall  be
consisdent  with  the requirements ol applicable  federnl  and - stute
statites aind regulations,

(e) The Simic Water Resources Coantrol Board, in conmjunction will
the Resources Agency, shall alsy  evolunte  whether  voluntary
watershed  manogement  programs e an o effective  and  viahle
mechanism for stalewide watershed protection and enhoncement.

(f} The Resources Agency and the  Envioomental  Prolection
Agency shall pontly submit to the Legislature, on or before Februsry
1, 2002, o report that evaluates the pilot projects and  makes
recotmmendations, mcluding possible changes to state low, on how o
improve  the coordination among  federal, stale, and loenl agencics
and other  mierested paries in the  implemeniotion  of  watershed
protection  programe,  In o oddition, the seport shall melude ol of the
folbowing mmlormation

(1} The baseling staus of e waersbed befoe e project,
incorporating mvailable data imvalving waler aquality,
peomurphalogical  conditioss, the  presesce of  endangered  specles,
aml other  baseline  condipons of  apterest 0 the  watershed
commmunity, the S@te Waber Resowrves Comrod  Boand, o the
Resources Apency. The baseline status shall alss mnclude a description
of the state of the watershed nt the time the report I8 prepased,




—3— Ch, 735

meluding & deseription of the science based standands used to choose
and evaluate the watershed project.

A2) Whether 3 stukeholder process was wsed w  fmplement the
watershed program. and 2 description of how that process worked
and suggestions for improving that process for future projects.

{(3) Recommendations. on whetber o broad-based  public  advisory
cominitee s needed w0 make recommendations on  funding
watershed  projects  based  on  principles  of  general  scientific
credibility, and whether a standandized process is necessary o select
future projects.




